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Getting a helping hand to negotiate
Spain's red-tape maze

AROUND 60 people attended a
recent talk organised by the Be-
nalmádena town hall’s Foreign
Residents’ Department and the

The Colegio de Gestores Administrativos recently held a talk in Benalmádena on tax for
non-residents as well as discussing the census and the possible effects of  Brexit
By Suzan Davenport Colegio de Gestores Adminis-

trativos, (association of  admin-
istrative agents) in the Centro
Innova building by the Parque
de la Paloma.

The conference, in Eng-
lish, centred initially on in-
come tax for non-residents
after a short introduction by
María José Cobos, who is on
the association’s board.

Cobos admitted, “gestores
administrativos are a new
concept for foreigners as they
only exist in Spain". She went
on to say there is no equival-
ent in other European coun-
tries so the concept needs a
little bit of  explaining.

In a nutshell agents act as
intermediaries between
members of  the public and
public administrations and
can offer professional help to
carry out official procedures,
complete paperwork related
to immigration, traffic regu-
lations, taxation, setting up a
business and even with the
company books.

Over the last couple of  years
the Colegio de Gestores Admin-
istrativos de Malaga has orga-
nised a series of  free talks for
foreigners, in conjunction with
town halls around the province.

These conferences are
centred on giving basic in-
formation to the public to help
them negotiate the maze of

bureaucracy in Spain and can
cover any number of  subjects
from obtaining an NIE (foreig-
ners’ fiscal number), applying
for residence, or changing
foreign driving licences for
Spanish ones, to the registration
of  foreign vehicles in Spain, ap-
plying for Spanish nationality or
the drawing up of  wills.

The association has printed a
magazine-format publication in
English with a host of  in-
formation on different pro-
cedures and how agents can
help residents.

Readers can see the maga-
zine online at http://www.gesto-
resmalaga.com/NoticiasDet-
alle.aspx?IdNoticias=313
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